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bridgehead areas, two at the southern and one at the northern end
of the western coast. They at once set about extending these bridge-
heads, but the Japanese troops opposed to them contested all their
advances stubbornly ; nevertheless, by January, 1945, they had
made considerable advances from the southern bridgehead, both
south-eastwards along the coast towards Buin and north-eastwards
in the mountains towards the centre of the island. Attacks from the
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northern bridgehead followed, and here too considerable progress
was made. Fighting was resumed on the southern front in April,
when the enemy vainly attempted to recover some of their lost
territories, and following them up as they retreated, the Australians
made further advances towards Buin. On the central front they
reached and crossed the crest of the mountains; and on the north-
ern front a valuable local success was scored in June, when the
enemy was cut off and sealed up in a small area at the extreme tip
of the island. Here and in the central sector fighting now died
down, but in the south it continued uninterruptedly right up to the
end of the campaign, the Australians slowly but steadily forcing
back the dwindling hostile forces.

The last operation of the war in which Australian troops were
engaged was the reconquest of Borneo, which was prefaced early
in May by a preliminary attack by the 9th Australian Division on
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